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Offering a “Civil War Reader” as our April Journal has become a tradition. With 
the current number “V”, we have published over 150 pages of official reports, 
contemporary letters, and written and oral family history, all somehow relating to our 
South Shore war experience. 


One fact has become quite apparent--information on our county’s Civil War history 
is, seemingly, inexhaustible, if we will only seek it out. Not only do our written 
contributions come from our “Albemarle” area. Members and friends from far-flung 
states contribute fascinating, invaluable, material on their folks who were with “us” so 
long ago. A case in point is the article, herein, on Edward Newberry; it came to us 
from the shores of San Francisco Bay. We thank and applaud all such donors. 


It has occurred to us that if we continue, for a few years, our annual effort to reveal 
the history of our tragically divided county in our most devastating of wars, we will 
have material for a single book that will be a credit to the County, to Society, and to 
all. 


We solicit your opinion and comments. We need your continuing help: 


CONTRIBUTORS 
Vernon L. Everett VLE 
Scott W. Holmes SWH 


Catherine Ambrose Kastle CAK 
Malcomb Newberry Knight MNK 


Marie Marriner Long MML 
James McAllister JM 
Edwin A. Norman EAN 
Ella L. Newbury ELN 
Ray S. Newbury RSN 
Clyde Spruill Smithson CSS 
Bobby Ray Spruill BRS 


Edited by Edwin A. Norman 
Typed by Carolyn S. Phelps 
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THE SINKING OF THE “RAM” ALBEMARLE 


The following is excerpted from a 22-page draft of an article on the construction, battles, 
and destruction of the Confederate ironclad “Albemarle”. The author is James McAllister 
(1929-1992), anative of “Cross Road”, north of Roper, Lee’s Mill Township, who became 
a professor of history, at Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Virginia. It was found in his 
file cabinet after his death. We don’t know his ultimate plans for the finished article. 


More than half of the draft recounts the building of the “Ram” and her notable battles 
on the Roanoke River and Albemarle Sound. As these segments of the ship’s brief career are 
well known we omit them here and excerpt only the account of her destruction. Working 
with an obvious draft, we depart from our policy of “transcribing as written”, and take the 
liberty of correcting misspelling and punctuation, as the author would have done had he been 
granted more time. Mr. McAllister’s asterisks (*), probably denoting plans for footnotes, are 
retained. No such notes were found. 


Excerpt from Professor McAllister’s Draft. 


The almost invulnerability of the iron-clad Confederate ship made the U. S. forces 
realize the necessity of destroying the menace to their control of the Sounds. Since gun- 
fire in battle was ineffective, the Federals tried to blow up the ship while she rested at 
dock in Plymouth. About two o’clock on May 25 five volunteers, Charles Baldwin, Coal- 
heaver, John W. Loyd, fireman, John Laverty, fireman, and Benjamin Loyd, fireman, left 
the Wyalusing in an open boat in an effort to destroy the Albermarle. 

They carried their two torpedoes up Middle River, a double-mouthed river running 
north of the Roanoke and entering the Roanoke at the upper end and the Albemarle 
Sound at the lower end. When the crew were across the swamps from Plymouth on the 
Roanoke, they crossed the island swamps carrying their torpedoes in a stretcher. Then 
Baldwin and John W. Loyd swam the river and hauled the torpedoes over with a line. 
On the Plymouth side of the river and above the town, they tried by tying the torpedoes 
together with a bridle to float them down to the Albemarle and explode them against her 
side. Crawford on the north side of the river was supposed to explode the torpedoes 
when they came to the Ram, Baldwin was discovered by a sentry at the wharf. Several 
shots were fired and as a result John Loyd cut the guiding line and swam the river to 
Laverty who was left in charge of the clothes and arms. These two joined Benjamin 
Loyd and returned to the Wyalusing on the morning of the 27th after making their way 
through the swamps in the rain. Two days later, during which time the Federals searched 
for them, Baldwin and Crawford reached the Federal ships. The menace of the Ram still 
existed. 

More and more the U.S. forces feared that after she had made the necessary repairs, 
the Albermale would again sail into the Sound and defeat all of the Federal vessels 
there. The United States government preparations against the Ram involved some thirteen 
thousand men of the Navy, the total expense of which blockade was $360,000 per day. 
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These men and officers placed lines of torpedoes across the mouth of the Roanoke in 
destroying the Ram before she could get into the Sound again. The Federal forces in the 
Sound realized their need for an iron-clad of their own to fight the Albemarle on its own 
terms; but the U.S. governments efforts to build light-draft iron-clads which could cross 
the bar at Hatteras into the Sounds was impeded by the fact that the Union owned no 
shipyard which was able to build iron-clads. As a result, the Federals had to let con- 
tracts to privately owned yards which were equipped to build iron-clads. Although the 
U.S. Navy had let contracts for the light-draft iron-clads in September 1863 in prepa- 
ration for such an emergency as the Albemarle presented in the Sounds of North Carolina, 
as of May 9, 1864 none of the ships had been delivered, nor was there any prospect for 
having any delivered in the immediate future. 

The prospect of no Federal iron-clads to oppose the Albemarle in the Sound caused 
the commanding officers of the U.S. Navy there to continue to entertain hopes of blowing 
up the Ram as she lay docked at Plymouth. Lieutenant William B. Cushing, USN, offered 
to Admiral S. P. Lee two plans for blowing up the Albemarle. The first was that a party 
of one hundred men carrying inflatable India rubber boats should approach the north side 
of the Roanoke River from Plymouth through the swamps. Upon reaching the River the 
men would inflate the boats, cross the River, and try to board the iron-clad. The second 
plan, which Cushing personally preferred, was that the offensive force be carried by two 
boats designed for the purpose and carrying a howitzer and torpedo with which the crew 
would try to blow up the Ram. Admiral Lee approved the second plan and ordered 
Cushing to Washington to talk the Assistant-Secretary of the Navy, who doubted the 
plan, but nevertheless ordered Cushing to New York to purchase boats for the expedition. 

After selecting the launches and while waiting for them to be fitted according to his 
plans, Cushing visited his mother in Fredonia, N. Y. for a few days. Soon, however, the 
launches were completed and Cushing returned to New York. Describing his launches 
Cushing wrote: “They were open launches, about thirty feet in length, with small engines, 
and propelled by a screw. A 12-pounder howitzer was fitted to the bow of each, and a 
boom was rigged out, some fourteen feet in length.” The boom was fastened to the 
forward starboard side with a universal joint. The fee end of the boom was controlled 
by a halliard which ran to the top of a stanchion in the forward end of the launch 
through a block, and down to awinch in the bottom of the launch. When not in use the 
spar was swung around to the aft end of the launch and fastened to the starboard stern. 
A socket on the outboard end of the boom held the torpedo. A man in the forward end 
of the launch held a line fastened to a pin in the socket and could release the torpedo 
by pulling out the pin. As soon as they were fitted, Cushing took the launches out in 
North River and exploded several torpedoes as an experiment. 

Being satisfied with the result, he put the boats in charge of Acting-Ensign Wilham L. 
Howarth and Acting-Ensign Andrew Stockholm, who were to make the trip down the 
canals to Hampton Roads. The two ensigns left New York on September 22, 1864 for 
what proved to be a troublesome trip. After beachings and motor trouble, they arrived in 
Baltimore where Cushing inspected them. On October 4 the launches left for the trip down 
the Chesapeake Bay to Hampton Roads. On October 5 Stockholm developed motor trouble 
and stopped in the Great Wicomico Bay to repair his engine. Because he was anxious to 
reach Fort Monroe, Howarth did not wait for Stockholm to finish the repairs. Therefore, 
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a Confederate guerrilla force attacked the damaged boat on October 8, the crew did not 
have enough help to prevent surrender to the Confederates. Howarth arrived safely at 
Hampton Roads. 

Cushing himself took charge of the remaining launch at Hampton Roads and 
proceeded through the Albemarle and Chesapeake canals to the Albemarle Sound, a thirty 
mile trip through Confederate territory. Upon reaching the Sound, Cushing headed for 
Roanoke Island, where he let on that he was going to Beaufort in order that Confederate 
spies would not find out his true destination and pass the word on to Plymouth. He left 
Roanoke Island in the night and headed up the Albemarle Sound. Fifty miles up the 
Sound he found the Federal fleet waiting off the mouth of the Roanoke River for an 
appearance of the Albemarle. Only then did he tell his men their destination. 

On the night of October 26 Cushing with fifteen men, seven of whom made the trip 
down the canals to the Sound, left the Federal fleet in an attempt to blow up the Albe- 
marle. A short distance up the Roanoke River the launch grounded and the crew lost so 
much time getting off the sand bar that they had to return to the base ships. The follow- 
ing night October 27, 1864, Cushing set out with his fifteen men on the second attempt. 
* The men who were in the launch with Cushing were: Acting-Assistant Paymaster Francis 
H. Swam; Acting-Ensign William L. Howarth; Acting-Master’s Mate John Woodman; Acting- 
Master’s Mate Thomas S. Gay; Acting-Third Assistant Engineer William Stotesbury; Acting- 
Third Assistant Engineer Charles E. Steever; Samuel Higgins, first-class fireman; Richard 
Hamilton, coal heaver; William Smith, Bernard Harley, ordinary seaman; Edward J. 
Houghton, ordinary seaman; Lorenzo Deming, landsman; Robert H. King, landsman. 
Cushing and Houghton were the only ones who returned from the trip to the Federal 
forces. The rest were killed or captured. 

On this trip the launch had in tow a cutter of five men whose job was to dash 

aboard the wreck of the Southfield and prevent the Confederate sentries there from warn- 
ing the main forces on shore.* 
* The top part of the superstructure on the Southfield remained above the water when 
she was sunk about a mile below Plymouth in the Roanoke on April 19. On the wreck 
Confederate forces in Plymouth had stationed a guard with a rocket. If they spotted any- 
thing suspicious on the river, they were to warn the town by sending up a rocket. 

Cushing’s plan was to get to Plymouth unnoticed, to land near the Albemarle, to board 
the ship, and take her into the stream where her iron sides would protect the Federals 
from fire from the shore. He expected that the element of surprise would enable his 
small force to overcome the Confederates. 

The defending forces on the Albemarle had been preparing for such an expedition as 
Cushing’s. Before he left to take his command of the Confederate naval forces in North 
Carolina, Captain Cooke planned and superintended the construction of a boom of logs 
arranged thirty feet all around the side of the Ramas she lay tied to the dock at Plymouth. 

Cooke hoped that the boom would prevent torpedoes from being floated down to the 
Ram or being placed under her in any other manner. In addition to the sentries on the 
Southfield, there were forts on the downstream side of town and sentries all along the 
shore. At intervals along the shore the Confederates piled wood which could be lighted 
and light up the river in case of attack at night. But the Confederate troops in the forts 
and town were sick from ague and in no condition for hard fighting and the crew of 
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sixty on the Albemarle was not enough to allow Commander Warley to keep an armed 
watch on the deck at night and do outside picketing besides. On paper the Confederate 
defenders were strong: but actually the defense was poor because the physical condition 
was poor. 

Cushing picked a good night for his attack. It was dark and slightly rainy. He and 
his boats glided up the Roanoke with muffled engines and passed within thirty feet of 
the guards aboard the Southfield without being discovered. At three o’clock in the morn- 
ing, just as the Federals were about to land close by the Albemarle, a guard on deck of 
the the iron-clad discovered them. Cushing quickly sent the cutter back to capture the 
sentries of the Southfield.* 

* The records give no further mention of these five men in the cutter. Presumably, 
after Cushing blew up the Ram, they escaped down the river in their boat; or they may 
have been captured by the Confederates. 

Immediately upon discovering the attackers, the Confederates opened fire from the Ram 

and from the shore. The bon-fires were lit and the light helped the defenders to see 
Cushing’s crew; but it also enabled Cushing to see the boom of logs around the Albe- 
marle. He quickly ran his launch alongside the boom of logs to view the situation, and 
then headed out into the river for a distance of about one hundred yards. In the midst 
of a hail of rifle fire he quickly turned his launch around and headed at full speed for 
the port boom. The momentum gained from the distance and speed enabled the launch 
to slip over the logs, which had been in the water long enough to be slimy. Of course, 
such maneuvering made escape for the Federals impossible. As the launch slid over the 
logs, Cushing lowered the boom so that the torpedo* would be under the knuckle of the 
Albermarle when the launch came to a rest on top of the boom. 
* The torpedo was cylindrical with a hollow tube running down through the middle, 
the powder being packed around the sides of the tube inside the shell. At the top of the 
hollow tube was a metal ball, which when released by a pin controlled by a line to the 
forward end of the launch would drop down the hollow tube, strike the nipple covered 
by a percussion cap, and set off the torpedo. When the torpedo was carried on the end 
of the boom, the hollow tube was in a horizontal position; but after it was released 
from the boom, the air chamber in the upper end of the shell would cause the hollow 
tube to be in vertical position with the metal ball at the top. In this position the torpedo 
would float upwards until it hit the underneath side of the ship. Then, the man in the 
bow of the launch would pull the line leading to the pin and cause the ball to drop and 
hit the percussion cap and set off the torpedo. 

The inventor of this elaborate instrument of destruction was Engineer Lay of the U.S. 
Navy. It was introduced by Chief Engineer Wood. 

By this time the launch was so close to the side of the Ram that the big guns could 
not be depressed enough to fire on the Federals. In the midst of a terrific rifle fire 
Cushing pulled the line detaching the torpedo from the boom, waited for it to float up 
and hit the underneath side of the Ram. Then, he pulled the line which set off the tor- 
pedo, just as grape shot at ten foot range crashed across the launch.* 

* “In considering the merits of Cushing’s success with this exceedingly complicated 
instrument, it must be remembered that nothing short of the utmost care in preparation 
could keep its mechanism in working order; that in making ready to use it, it was 
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necessary to keep the end of the spar elevated until the boat had surmounted the boom 
of logs, and to judge accurately the distance in order to stop the boat’s headway at the 
right point; that the spar must then be lowered with the same precision of judgment; 
that the detaching laniard must then be pulled firmly, but without a jerk; that, finally the 
position of the torpedo under the knuckle of the Ram must be calculated to a nicety, and 
that by a very gentle strain on a line some twenty-five or thirty feet long the trigger-pin 
must be withdrawn. When it is reflected that Cushing had attached to his person four 
seperate lines, viz., the detaching laniard, the trigger line, and two lines to direct the 
movements of the boat, one of which was fastened to the wrist and the other to the 
ankle of the engineer; that he was also directing the adjustment of the spar by the 
haliard; that the management of all these lines, requiring as much exactness and delicacy 
of touch as a surgical operation, where a single error in their employment, even a pull 
too much or too little, would render the whole expedition abortive, was carried out 
under a fire of musketry so hot that several bullets passed through his clothing and 
directly in front of the muzzle of a 100-pounder rifle and carried out with perfect 
success, it is safe to say that the naval history of the world affords no other example of 
such marvelous coolness and professional skill as that shown by Cushing in the 
destruction of the Albemarle.” 

--J. R. Somey. 

A terrific explosion shook the Albemarle as she had never been shaken before. Com- 
mander Warley ordered a carpenter to examine the hole made by the torpedo. The man 
reported that there was a “hole in her bottom big enough to drive a wagon in.” 

The explosion caused a column of water to shoot up in the air and fall in the launch. 
This deluge of water together with the fire from the Ram and the shore caused the launch 
to begin sinking. Cushing ordered his men to save themselves as best they could, and 
jumped into the frosty water followed by Houghton, Woodman, and Higgins. The rest of 
the Federals surrendered. Cushing swam rapidly out into the river and headed for the 
north shore. As he neared the shore he heard a gurgling as Higgins went down. This yell 
attracted the Confederates in boats picking up the attackers, and Cushing headed on 
down stream and soon was far enough away to attempt another landing. Just as he strug- 
led to reach the bank, he heard a groan behind him and turned to find Woodman. For 
ten minutes he struggled with the Acting Master’s Mate; but the exhausted man lost his 
presence of mind and sank with a yell. Again alone in the water Cushing headed for the 
town side of the river where he finally landed at a point where the swamp joins the 
edge of town. There he lay half in and half out of the water until morning when light 
revealed to him a Confederate soldier on sentry duty at a fort not forty yards away. 
When the sentry turned away from him, Cushing made a dash for the bushes near the 
edge of the swamp. However, he was only half-way to his destination when the sentry 
turned again, but he did not see the Federal officer, probably because he was so covered 
with the mud of the river bank. While Cushing lay there on the soggy ground, a party of 
four men, two being officers, came by so close that they almost stepped on Cushing. He 
heard the officers talking and wondering “how it was done.” But they did not see him, 
and he made his way on to the swamp after they passed on. After struggling for five 
hours through the swamp, Cushing came across an old Negro. With twenty dollars and 
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some texts of Scripture, he bribed the old man to go to town and get some news of the 
sinking. The Negro returned with the news that the ship was lying on the bottom 

in eight feet of water with only the upper works above the water.* Leaving the old 
Negro Cushing continued through the swamp until about two o’clock he came toa road 
and a narrow, deep stread on which was a flat-bottomed skiff belonging to a group of 
soldiers nearby. While they were eating, Cushing swam across the stream, untied the 
boat, and floated behind it until he passed the first bend in the stream. Then, he crawled 
in and started paddling away. He paddled until in the night he came to the mouth of 
the Roanoke. Luckily for Cushing the Sound was calm, and he paddled on for two hours 
until between eleven and twelve o’clock he saw the Federal picket vessel, Valley City. He 
had paddled for ten hours. 

* Since the Albemarle drew eight feet of water, her commander must have docked her 
as close to the shallow water along the shore as possible. In this position, she did not 
have to do more than settle slightly after the explosion in order to be resting on bottom. 

Cushing’s news of his success was celebrated with cheering and rockets from the 
Federal ships. 

The following day, October 29, the Federal fleet tried to sail up the Roanoke, but the 
officers discovered that the channel had been effectively obstructed with sunken schooners. 
The Valley City which had been detailed to go up Middle River learned that the fleet the 
could enter the Roanoke above Plymouth by way of this two-mouthed river and thus by-pass 
the obstruction in the Roanoke.* 

* On this trip the Valley City picked up Houghton, who had swum across the Roanoke 
after the explosion and spent the next thirty-six hours hidden in the swamps between the 
Roanoke and Middle Rivers. 

On October 30 the Federal vessels entered Middle River and proceeded up to its head 
where it joins the Roanoke.* 

* The Federal vessels involved in this expedition were: the double-enders, Shamrock, 
Oteego, Wyalusing, Tacony; the ferry boat, Commodore Hull; the gunboat, Whitehead; and 
the tugs, Belle, and Bazley. 

There they spent the night. At nine thirty on the morning of October 31 the vessels 
steamed into the Roanoke and shelled the upstream forts which Commander Warley’s 
crew had manned after the sinking of the Albemarle. A shot from the Shamrock hit the 
magazine of the fort and blew it up. Immediately a landing party was sent ashore and 
captured the town. 

After the Federal forces had chance to secure their hold on Plymouth, they raised the 
Albemarle and towed her to the Norfolk Navy Yard, where after being stripped of her 
armament and machinery, she was sold on October 15, 1867 to J.B. Leonard & Col for 
$3200. 


BRS 


$¢¢ ¢ 4 
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CUSHING’S LAUNCH CREW 


Professor McAllister’s list of crewmen of the launch that sank the Albermarle 
doesn’t agree with that from THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE NAVIES, which we 
reproduce here. The McAllister listing may possibly be the crew manning the craft on its 


abortive run the previous night. 


fd 


‘Ust of names of the officers and men who took part in the destruction of the C. 8. ram Albe- 
a marle, October 87, 28, 1864. 
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= “Names. | Rank, Vessel. Remarks. 

= wmi B. Cushing ..| Lieutenant ........- sie Commanding expedition .| Escaped. 

5 William L. Howarth .| Acting master’s mate.....| Picket host No, ie eisai ore Ferre Ganeet: 

{John Woodman .....).+... UQiepcsicheoesenieiensauis U.5.8. Commodore Hull.| Drowned; body found. 
5% Thomas S. Gay..-.-.-|..--- dO cccverecceveserecase U.S. 8, Otsego ......-..-- Taken pi er, 

7 Frenois BH. Swan .-.... ae assistant paymas- |..... dO veces cercee ee Do. 

’ er, 

;, William Stotesbury .. ering third asaistant | Picket boat No.1 

engineer. 

* Charlee L, Steever ... U. 8.8. Oteego .....206--- 

*Baward J. agnghion U.S. S. Chicopee . 

weinp eh O Senn atin nsien 

* Bichard Hamilion ...) Coal heaver.scss-cee-eeeee]_ iS. 8, Shamrock : 

ie Picket boat No.1 . 

, Bow - alewses te ieepieaevewtee 2 

t Porent® Demi oa. cf. -0. OO sascacnensnnnssvncne [acess Oshnugedawny bees . 

- emvel Higgine......| Firet-class flremanu......-.|.--++ GO .-.- wecs-cvees-| Drowned; body found. 
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REPORT OF THE ALBEMARLE’S COMMANDER 

























Repert of Iieutenant Warley, C. 8. Navy, commanding the C. &. ram Albemarle, q 


Purmovura, N.C., October 28, 1864:4 
Sir: The night of the 27th instant, a dark, rainy night, I had th; 

watch on board doubled and took extra precaution. Kt or about 3 
o'clock s.m.,on the 28th, the officer of the deck discovered a amalfi 
steamer in the river, hailed her, received an unsatisfactory answee! 
rang the alarm bell, and opened fire on her with the watch. The off 
cers and men were at their quarters in as quick time as was possible 
but the vessel was so near that we could not bring our guns to be: 
and the shot fired from the after gun loaded with grape, failed to take: 
effect, The boat ronning obliquely, struck us under the port bow, runs 
ning over the boom, exploded s torpedo, and smashed 4 large hole 
us just under the water line, under a heavy fire of musketry. The boat! 
surrendered and I sent Lieutenant Roberts to take charge of herd 
Manned the pumps and gave the order to fire up, 60 as to use the don: 
key engine. The water gained on us so fast that all exertions were} 
fruitless, and the vessel went down in s few moments, merely leaving: 
ber shield and smokestack ont. a 


protection, gave us no assistance, manning only one piece at too late a’ 
time to be of any service. A 
Having condensed this report as much as I could, I respectfully @ 
request a court of enquiry, to establish on whose shoulders resta the : 
blame of the loss of the Albemarle. BS 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: A. BF. WARLey, 4 
Lieutenant, Commanding, 0. 8. Navy. “9 
Hon, 8. R. MALLory, eS 
Beoratary of the Navy. 
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AN EARLY WAR COMMITTEE 


Plymouth was buzzing on March 3, 1861. About 100 men came in that day to enlist 
what would soon be known as Company H., 7th Regiment, North Carolina Volunteers 
(later designated 17th Regiment, Second Organization), The state was still in the Union, 
but the handwriting was on the wall and Raleigh had sounded the call to arms. It was 


answered with enthusiasm. 

On May 20th, North Carolina voted itself out of the Union, and the word quickly 
reached Plymouth. As in counties all across the state, our County Court hastened to 
commit to the support of families of our volunteer soldiers of less than adequate means. 
In both Washington and Tyrrell committees were appointed for each District to see to 
the “support” of such families. This compassionate, patriotic gesture seemed feasible at its 
inception, but later broke down as the war ground on. 


The family of William A.(Ammon) Spruill (1811-1890) recently found their great 
grandfather’s committee appointment among his papers. We have identified 14 of the 15 
volunteers listed therein as having enlisted on March 3rd. 


The document is endorsed on its back, “For Cool Spring District. To Dr. Hardison (&) 
Wm. A. Spruill: Committee. 
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(Spruill Family Papers, Private Collection) 
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MILITARY FUND “SUBSCRIPTION” 


We suspect that this order by the Washington County Court relates to the support of 
volunteers’ families ordered at May Term, 1861. 
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(Newberry Papers. Private Collection) 


MNK 


¢#¢4¢ ¢ 4 


ROBERT J. HOLMES, MUSICIAN 
CO. B, 16th CONNECTICUT REGIMENT 


“My great, great grandfather was Robert J. Holmes, a Musician in Company B of the 
16th Connecticut. The 16th Connecticut regimental band gave several concerts in 
Plymouth for the military and civilians alike. He was captured, of course, and fortunately 
survived prison at Andersonville, Charleston, and Florence. He was paroled December 
16, 1864, and spent the remainder of the war at the U.S. Army General Hospital in 
Annapolis, Maryland. Following his recovery, He was detailed to play in the hospital 
band”. 

(Letter to Ed Norman, April 21, 1997) 
SWH 
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Henry P. Ambrose, Pvt. 
Co. L., Ist N.C. Union Volunteers 


Ambrose was born near Concord Church, Cool Spring District, on June, 1841 and enlisted at 
Plymouth in the Union forces in June, 1862. In February 1864, while stationed at Washington, 
N.C.. he contracted typhoid pneumonia, which affected his lungs through- out his remaining life. 

After the war, he farmed in his native place until moving to Harvey’s Neck, Perquimans 
County, in 1876. He moved to South Norfolk in 1892. Pension records record his children as 
Wilson, Caroline, and Samuel Ambrose, and Jennie Griffey. 

(Pension Records, National Archives) 
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BENJAMIN AND SETH ANSLEY, PVTS 
TWINS OF THE “BETHEL” REGIMENT 


The First Regiment, N.C. Volunteers, was enlisted for six months service, and was 
the first North Carolina Civil War unit to serve outside the borders of the state. It 
provided the majority of the Southern troops at the Battle of Bethel, in Virginia, June 
10, 1861. It was there that it became known as “The Bethel Regiment”, which name it 
would bear when reorganized as the 11th North Carolina, throughout the war. The 
reorganization was effected March ‘62, the six month enlistment of the Ist Volunteers 
having expired in November ‘61. 

Benjamin B. and Seth Ansley, 21-year old twin sons of Noah and Emily Ansley of 
Cross Landing, Tyrrell County (just down the Scuppernong River from Washington 
County’s “Spruill’s Bridge”). enlisted on May 26 in Company M of the 1st Volunteers. 
As their company didn’t join the rest of the regiment until August, the twins were not 
participants in the battle of Bethel. They were mustered out in November. 

We have found no record of Seth subsequent to the disbandment of the Bethel Re- 
giment. His twin, Benjamin, enlisted in Co. G., 17th Regiment on May 7, 1862. While 
the 17th was stationed at Ft. Branch on the Roanoke in 1863, he was sent on a covert 
mission into Washington County, where he was captured by the Federals and threatened 
with hanging, but was soon paroled. He died in a Confederate hospital in Wilmington on 
January 9, 1865 of a gunshot wound. Rev. Thomas B. Haughton, Chaplain of the 50th 
North Carolina (brigaded with the 17th) officiated at his burial. Haughton would later 
become rector of Grace Church, Plymouth, and record in its Register several of the war- 
time interments at which he officiated, although they occured far away and the dead had 
no ties to Grace Church. 

(North Carolina Troops. Vol III NC Archives & History) 
(North Carolina Regiments. Vol I The State of North Carolina.) 
(Tyrrell County Census 1850) 


JESSE B. ANSLEY, PVT 
CO. G, Ist REGIMENT NCT 


Jesse was the older brother of the twins, Seth and Benjamin, who preceeded him into 
the Confederate ranks. He took up arms when he enlisted, June 24, 1861., in CoG, lst 
Regiment. That company was then captained by Louis Charles Latham, of Plymouth, and 
manned largely by men of Tyrrell and Washington counties. 

He was wounded in battle in June 1862. By December of that year he was detailed as 
“nurse”, a position that he seems to have held throughout the rest of the war. This accounts 
for his not having been in the battle of Spottsylvania Courthouse, May 10, 1864, at which 
place the regiment, excepting the equivalent of about one company, was captured. Jesse 
was captured in hospital at Richmond April 3, 1865 and confined at Point Lookout, until 
released in June. 
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THOMAS WOODLEY, PVT. 
CO. L, 1ST NC UNION VOLUNTEERS 


Thomas Woodley and his brother, James J. (see following article) were sons of 
Samuel P. Woodley and wife, Mariah of Cool Spring District. At census 1860, Samuel 
was a prosperous farmer, with real property valued at $2000 and personal property at 
$3500. Four young slaves accounted for much of the personal property value. Various 


writings portrayed him as a strong Unionist. 


VOLUNTEER ENLISTMENT, 
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JAMES J. WOODLEY, PVT 
Co. L, 1ST UNION VOLUNTEERS 
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HENRY ZEBULON TARKINGTON, PVT. 
CO. A, 32nd REGIMENT N.C.T. 


Private Tarkington was captured May 10, 1864 at the battle of Spottsvlyania 
Courthouse, Virginia. He survived his captivity at Point Lookout and later at Elmira, 
New York, often called “the Andersonville of the North”. 
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“AFTER CONSCRIPTS” 
PVT JOHN W. FOLEY & 1ST SGT. ANDREW NORMAN 
CO. G., 17 NC REGIMENT 


In April, 1862, theConfederate government passed a CONSCRIPT ACT, calling into service 
all white males between ages eighteen and thirty-five. This act was odious to North Carolina, 
from which had already gone a flood of volunteers to the state’s many regiments, most of which 
were serving outside the boundaries of the state. A reluctance to rally to the flag was probably 
espescially prevalent in Washington County which lay, for most of the war, behind Union lines. 

This condition undoubtedly prompted the detailing of Foley and Norman to bring out draftees 
from their native county. Foley, we may be sure, knew most of the draft-aged men of 
Skinnersville and Lee’s Mill Districts. Norman had similar knowledge of Cool Spring and 
Skinnersville. At the time of their “detail”, Company G. was in winter camp near Wilmington. 
Other of its men may have been detailed for the conscript hunt, but we don’t have their records. 
We may surmise that Foley and Norman were attached to a Confederate foraging force strong 
enough to simply by-pass the undermanned Union fortifications at Plymouth. 
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CHRONIC DIARRHEA 
IT FAVORED NO FLAG 


Both Foley and Norman “present” in Company G. when the Muster Roll for 
January-February was prepared. 

Pvt. John W. Foley, husband of Britania Cahoon Foley, would die in Confederate 
hospital at Goldsboro, January 20, 1865. Five days before he died, he was reported as 
suffering from “colonitis”, Surgeon’s Report specifies death by pneumonia, the hospital 
register records “Chronic diarrhea”. 

lst Sgt. Andrew Norman, bachelor and student, would be mortally wounded by “gun 
shot” near Petersburg, June 17, 1864, and die in a Petersburg hospital August 9. At death 
he was also suffering from chronic diarrhea, which may have been as responsible for his 


death as the head wound. Family tradition credits the wound. 
See the following article for the devastation among Union forces of chronic diarrhea. 


Its rampage was surely, no less deadly among Confederates. 


(The Civil War in North Carolina. John G. Barrett, UNC Press 1963) 
(National Archives. Military Records) 
(Rehoboth M.P. Church Register) 


ENLISTMENTS AND DEATHS 


ENLISTMENTS® 
Union c é F : a 7 2 : 2,893,304 
Confederacy <ernusiens re oe 277. 590 wnat 1,406,180 


DEATHS 
Union®* 
In battle ; , . ‘ : é - i i , . ‘ 3 ' é 110,070 
Disease : ‘ , ' ‘ ‘ a ‘ ‘ : 5 i i ‘ ' : 224,586 
Accidents, suicides, etc. s ‘ 7 : “ ‘ . ‘ Z F - A 5 24,872 
Total ‘ : ' i : i : ‘ . . : ‘ ‘ . z ‘ 359,528 
Confederacy®® 
In- battle r “ ‘ : . : 4 . j ~« s ‘ be Bs ‘ ‘ 94,000 
Disease, etc, ¥ ‘i r é é . . é , r ’ . : ; ‘ 164,000 
Total ‘ . : * ’ : i ¢ : é ri . i 7 , 258,000 
Total, Union and Cioutheseaisy : ; . 7 . P . ¥ - ¥ i ‘ ‘ 617,528 


*Reducing these figures to the standard of three-year gnlistenenits, Livermore put Union 
strength at 1,556,678 and Confederate strength at },082,2 : i 
°° Adjutant General's Officer (1885). 
°°*Burke. 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF ARTICLES OF MEDICAL AND 


HOSPITAL PROPERTY CARRIED WITH THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC 
ACROSS THE RAPIDAN (MAY 4, 1864). 


Drugs 
Acacia Ammonium carbonate Collodion Whiskey 
Sulfuric acid Ammonia water Ferrie chloride Brandy 
Tannic acid Spirits of Ammonia Mercury pills y Lead acetate 
Tartarie acid Silver nitrate Morphine Potassium arsenite 
Ether Camphor Olive oil Potassium iodide 
Alcohol Cantharides Castor oil Quinine 
Alum Chloroform (35 quarts) | Turpentine Liquid soap 

*OSicial Records Opium Squill 
17 
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WOUNDS AND SICKNESS (Union)* 


Wounds 





OF the 246,712 cases of wounds reported in the Medical Records by weapons of war, 245,790 were shot 
wounds and 922 were sabre and bayonet. 


Sickness 


OF 5,825,480 admissions to sick report there were: 


Cases. 
75,368 
2,501 
11,898 
49,871 
1,155,266 
170,488 
233,812 
25,670 
73,382 
$5,833 
30,714 
3,744 
2,410 
2,837 
*Official Records 


typhoid 
typhus 


continued fever 


typho-malarial fever 


acute diarrhea 
chronic diarrhea 
acute dysentery 


chronic dysentery 


syphilis 
gonorrhea 
scurvy 


delirium tremens 


insanity 
paralysis 
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Deaths 
27,050 


147 
4,059 
2,923 

27,598 
4,084 
3,229 

123 


BRS 
EAN 


As he went to war in 1861, James Johnston Pettigrew instructed in his will that he 


be buried in the family ground at Bonarva. Following his death from the wound re- 


ceived during the retreat from Gettysburg, he was first buried in Raleigh. In November 


1865 he was returned to plantation of his birth and interred among his kin near the 
shore of Lake Phelps. 


One of our members has one spur of a pair worn by a family member who was 








wearing them when he escaped a Federal patrol by swimming his horse across Sweet 


Water Creek. The story is lost 


forever. 


STATISTICS OF A CONFEDERATE COMPANY 
COMPANY G. 17th REGIMENT NCT 


Company G., overwhelmingly of Washington County men, was mustered into service 
May 29, 1862. Its muster rolls begin with that date, and continue through October 1864. 
No rolls of after that date seem to have survived, but the company was constantly engag- 
ed throughout the rest of the war. 


In the period May 1862 - October 1864 150 men appear on the rolls. The composition 
of this, like most companies, was constantly changing. From the Muster Rolls for this 
period, the following statistics emerge: 


Killed (or died of combat wounds) 13 9% 
Died (accident or disease) 25 17% 
Non-fatal combat wounds 25 17% 
Desertions 17 11% 
Transferred (to other military units) Ad 8% 
Discharged (wounds, hemorrhoids, spleen, etc.) 12 8% 
Detailed (as ambulance driver) 1 -1% 
Never reported after enlisting 1 -1% 


The desertion rate, in both the Federal and Confederate armies, is said to have averag- 
ed about 20%. But we cannot congratulate ourselves on the relatively low 11% shown 
above. As the war dragged on through its terrible final months, its not unreasonable to 
assume that the desertion rate of Company G. accelerated, and achieved perhaps the war’s 
average of 20%. 


(North Carolina Troops, Vol. VI. NC Archives & History) 
EAN 
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A Confederate infantry company usually had 64-100 men. Became smaller as the war 
continued. 





The alleged last words of the dying General J.J. Pettigrew were, “It’s time to be 
going...” 
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LETTER TO A GRANDDAUGHTER 
ABRAM NEWBERRY TO “RUTH” 
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Abram Newberry (1849-1925), son of John Newberry 2nd (1805-1880), was 
married to Deborah Freeman (1842-1927), daughter of James and Caroline Freeman. 
Abram was the last member of his family to own and live on “Sahara Plantation”, 
on the Pea Ridge, Skinnersville Township. He disposed of Sahara and moved to 
Plymouth a few years before his death. 

In the letter, above, we see Abram answering the query of a granddaughter regarding 
the Newberry Civil War history. We first thought the letter was dictated, with Abram 
attempting to add a comment at top of the second page. Closer study indicates that he 
likely wrote the letter, and the vague addition was by Deborah..The subject of the note 
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is obviously the Freeman soldiers referred to in the letter. There were no Newberrys in 
Capt Tom (Thomas Joshua) Norman’s company (“Curnel Lamb”). There were, however, 
two Freemans, Pvt. John A., and Cpl. William T. John died in hospital, of “fever”, in 
1863; William was captured at Wise’s Fork in March 1865, but survived the war. so we 
seem to have identified these two soldiers as brothers of Deborah Newberry, and sons of 
James and Caroline Freeman. 


(North Carolina Troops, Vol. VI.) 


EAN 
Letter from MNK 
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THE LADY REMEMBERS... 


Fannie Thompson, daughter of William A. Thompson, sheriff of Wayne County, later 
Confederate cavalryman, was a child near Goldsboro during the Civil War. In 1938, at 
age 83, she wrote a remarkable 70-plus page account of her life from birth until shortly 
after her marriage (1871) to Frank Latham, Jr. of the Haslin Com- munity, Beaufort 
County. 

Separate from the body of her narrative is her “Spy Story”, which we are privileged 
to print, below. For it, a brief preface in called for... 

A few months before Northern troops occupied Goldsboro, one Andrew Wilson 
appeared in the neighborhood. He claimed to have deserted the Union army and fled 
south to save his life after having killed his Yankee captain. He set up house- 
keeping in a cave near a family of Union sympathizers, about 1 1/2 miles from the 
Thompson farm. 

With the arrival of Sherman’s troops, Wilson donned the Yankee uniform, and his 
spying activities were revealed. He now guided the Union troops in the raid- ing and 
burning of Southern homes, and in various other depredations. When Captain Thompson 
returned from the war, after a four-year absence, Wilson allow- 
ed him but five minutes to great the family before trotting him off to town to take 
the Oath of Allegiance. We may be sure that this did nothing to endear him to the 
Thompsons. 

We are endebted to Fannie’s great grandson, Frank W. Latham of Virginia and 
his kinsman, Benjamin L. White of Corolla, N.C., for permission for this printing of the 
“Spy Story”. It is transcribed as written, except for sparing additions of punctuation. 
Now, for Fannie’s delightfully grisly tale of long ago... 
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A SPY STORY 
BY FANNIE THOMPSON LATHAM 


About 3 weeks after Lee surrendered the death of Andrew Wilson happened. It took 
about 15 days for our Soldiers to get home & when they found out what Wilson had 
done they began to plan what to do. Buddy Ben was between 13 & 14 years old, was 
on the road taking a load of wood to Goldsboro to sell and was about 1/2 mile from 
the edge of town when he heard such a noise behind him he looked and the road was 
full of men on horse back coming at full speed. There were thirty in the crowd each 
wearing a mask. They dashed on by; Buddy Ben had got off the road, of course. In the 
edge of Goldsboro on the first corner was a small store. When Wilson had first reached 
the door steps and started in, they overtook him & every one of them fired at him & 
he fell in the door. One man jumped off his horse, grabbed him by one foot, and 
dragged him in the street & every one of the 30 men unloaded his pistol in his body. It 
was shot to a pulp. Then they ran their horses until they come to the woods. They past 
Buddy Ben before he got to town. Then they took of there masks and seperated & went 
home. That evening they or someone burried him in a common goods box in the edge 
of the nearest field & put his boots and hat on top of the box over his head & drove a 
railroad spike thru them in his head & that was the last of the Spy. I went and saw 
where he was buried & so did most every one else that was near enough. About that 
time there was a Yankee hanged over the road to a bent tree & anote writened and 
stuck in his mouth saying death to fororners. That was the beginning of the Klu Klux 
Klan. I learned in later years they were most of them my kin folks, even my Father. It 
seamed terable, but ment so such to the Southern people. 
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DAVID G. COWAND, COL. 
32nd REGIMENT N.C.T. 


Before enlisting as sergeant in Company L. 12th Regiment, Cowand was a merchant 
and miller in Cool Spring District, near the Tyrrell line. A bachelor in 1860, he had real 
property at $4000.00, personal at $13,000. 

Early in the war, Co. L, was transferred, as a unit, tothe 32nd Regiment, as Company 
A. Edmund Brabble was Captain of “A” as he had been of “L”. Shortly after the unit 
change, Brabble became Colonel of the 32nd, and Cowand became its Sergeant Major. 

Sgt. Major Cowand was promoted to Major in July 1862, and to Lt. Col. in June “63. 
With the death of Col. Brabble on the battlefield of Spottsylvania Courthouse, May 10, 
1864, Cowand was elevated to Colonel. 

He became Acting Commander of General Bryan Grimes’ brigade in October ‘64, and 
held the position until the surrender at Appomattox. 

It is said that Federal troops used his “new house” for target practice during his long 
absence, and that his grist mill was turned over to local Buffaloes. 
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EDWARD STEWART ELDER NEWBERRY, CAPT. 
CO. E, 11th REGIMENT NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS 


SPECIAL ORDERS, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 


No. 10d. Washington, Murch 71h, 1604. 
i (Extract. } 
6/ 
6 e @ @ Ld 
v 
= \s 8. Captain Edward S. E. Newbury, 11th New Jersey Volunteers, bav- 
pee J iug tendered bis resignation, is hereby honorably discharged the service 
‘ aN ; of the United States, to date January 22th, 1864, he having accepted an 
ee N\ | appointinent in the Invalid Corps. 
Z. J 
‘Ss ° * e 
— 
<2 
aad By order of the Secretary of War: 
e 
co W. A. NICHOLS, 
—- 
ee eae Assistunt Adjutant General. 
aS 
€ 
ee Se _—_ 
G, t& OFFICIAL: 7 Fee | 
& Ss 2 
a oo ie : “iy Ca a 
a : at ES. ai igtts F = a4 as om o . : 
rie 


Assistant Adjutant General. 


Edward S.E. Newberry was son of Joseph D. and Eliza Elder Newberry, and was the 
grandson of John Newberry I (1756-1818). 

His mother, Eliza Elder, a native of New Jersey, had been hired as governess to the 
children of Josiah Collins of “Somerset Place”, where she met and married Joseph D., 
for many years Somerset’s overseer. 

Edward appears, a lad of 11 years, in the Washington County Census 1850, but is not 
listed in that of 1860. This probably tells that he had already gone to New Jersey to be 
among his mother’s people. 

His obituary in the Rahway (NJ) Record, January 13, 1920 states that he left two 
daughters, five sons, and fifteen grandchildren. After the war, he had lived a life of dis- 
tinguished public service with many local honors. He had been, according to the obituary, 
wounded thirteen times and to have carried some of the slugs to his grave. 

For other mention of Captain Newberry, see WCGSJ April 1996. 

ELN 
RSN 
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THE BRIDGE AT COLUMBIA 


{Enclosures.} 


U.S. 8. SHammock, July 12, 1864. 


gir: You will take command of the naval part of the expedition 
qhich is to proceed to Columbia, on the Scuppernong River, for the 
purpose of destroying the bridge at that place and capturing grain 
i which is being transported across that river. 

~. You will cooperate with Lieutenant-Colonel William W. Clarke, who 
i zoes up With the expedition on the Ella May, in command of the troops, 
: ‘protecting his landing and embarkation and otherwise forwarding the 
; ““gbjects of the expedition. 
& 








Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: Wo. H. Macomn, 
Commander and Senior Officer, Sounds of North Carolina, 


» Lieutenant-Commander EARL ENGLISH, 
Commanding U. 8. S. Wyalusing. 













U.S. 8. SHamnock, 
: Albemarle Sound, July 13, 1864. 
+ §rz: In obedience to your order of the 12th, I took command of the 
naval part of the expedition, consisting of the Whitehead and Ceres, 
and accompanied the steamer Hila May, under command of Lieutenant- 
‘Oolonel William W. Clarke, up the Scuppernong River as far as Colum- 
bia, where they landed and effectually destroyed by burning the bridge 
which crosses the river. They likewise disabled the large grist mill at 
that place. 
We did not meet with any resistance. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EARL ENGLISH, 
: Lieutenant-Commander. 
Commander W. H. Macoms, 
. Commanding U. S. Naval Squadron, Sounds of North Carolina. 


(Official Records of the Navies. Series I, Vol 10) 
The first bridge across the Scuppernong at Columbia was likely begun in 1807. In 


July of that year Benjamine Dillin won the contract for is construction by a low bid of 


$898.00. Before the bridge, a ferry had long operated there. 
As late as 1827, the structure was referred to as the “float bridge”. At its destruction 


by the US troops, we suppose it to have been of pile construction, with a draw. 


(Tyrrell County Court Minutes. NC A & H Microfilm.) 
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During the war the seed from okra pods were used as a substitute for coffee beans. 
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HENDERSON NORMAN, PVT. 
CO. A. 32nd REGIMENT N.C.T. 


i\Comfederate.) 


fae i Ade | 
Lt 


Appears ona | 
Roll of Prisoners of War 


: captured in Hospitals, Richmond, Va., April 3, | 
1865; at Jackson Hospital, May 28, 1865. 


(CONFEDERATE. ) 















sit mepres we 


Appears on a Register of 


Jackson Hospital, 
Bichmond, Virginia. 




















Roll dated ------.-----~-.—.--—---------------_-----—------ 
ae Pat ctatet , 196 
g Returned to duty -.------------------ ,186 . | 
_ Kietrmeret be. | 
i dase Ld - ‘When transferred ...--.--.----_------ ,186 
Wines cay a GF: vat Where transferred ......----.--------------- 
| When furloughed -.------------------ 1186. | 
| Time furloughed ~---.---------------------- | 
| Discharred he a tir Peach: ve ETON 186. a 
Y “ 


Henderson was orphan of Ashbury (1811-1856) and Rachel Norman Norman 
(c.1811-c.1851) of Cool Spring District. Enlisting in September 1864, his records show 
him to have been 58”, with light hair and complexion, and blue eyes. An older brother 
Andrew, of the 17th Regiment, had died of wounds the month before. 

Henderson owes this Journal appearance to his complaint, nyctalopia. We had not en- 
countered it before the Civil War records. Hooper’s Medical Dictionary (1839) describes 
nyctalopia as “A defect in vision by which the patient sees little or nothing in the day, 
but in the evening and night sees tolerable well”. To confuse the issue, the American 
Heritage Dictionary describes it as “vision that is normal in daylight, but abnormally 
weak when light is dim. Also called ‘moon blindness’, ‘night blindness’. 

Granddaddy Henderson was admitted to an army hospital in February ‘65, and was 
captured there on April 3rd. First held in Libby Prison, he was transferred to Newport 
News, where he was released June 30, 1865. 

Upon his release, he and a younger brother got a mule and began farming. There is 
no family tradition of his having a vision problem, nor does his postwar handwriting 
suggest such. In 1870, he married Maria Clayton and sired four children, three of whom 
survived his death in 1880. 


EAN 
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ABSOLOM W. SPRUILL, PVT. 
CO. B, 3rd BATT’N, N.C. LIGHT ARTILLERY 


yee (Comfecierate.) 


33 Batt’n, Lt. Att'y. | IN. C. 












Cap Wr Badhatn’s Company 3 
Bt North:Cifolins, Artillery, 
(Albemarle Artillery)" 


Muster Boll 





of Officers and Men paroled in accordance with the 
terms of a Military Convention entered inte on 
the 26th day of April, 1865, between General 





“of Captain. Wm. Badham’ nid 
.'+ Carolina Artillery, known se Albemarle ArtileJ 


‘& 






































































:: Jery, from Chowan County. Roll dated Joseph E, Johnston, Commanding Confederate 
oc: #05 me pine : Army, and Major General W. ‘T. Sherman, Com- 
Aci Yo angen) teeth 1863. roanding United States Army in North Carolina. 
{ an 

ote into service of. ). Sy | Roll dated Greensboro April 28, 1865. 

. th Carolina, PNYYo1. 32 1861-4 ne , 
ae ads Ss ite | Paroled at Greensboro, N. C., May 1, 1865. 
adie le Ht oa Es aie 
Description: . ‘ , 4 | Enlisted: 

.. Where bora Bsrdsarg bebo, 
" Age S.S.—-yeara; oceupation... sax Vane ; 
Height __‘s_..-.-.--—feet —----— inches. 
Enrolled for active service: : 4 _ Period 
When; ee a 4 Last paid: : ; 
Se k az "i t 
whens fawn @reure epee mnenemicrernennnees j . By ion, Less HUY: GICAP 
By..whom > vse eo rtsomn.. Mane | | 'Lo what time 3 Ace 
| ee Fe agin. eles 


Oath of allegiance to State of North Caro 


: a * i 
Signatore we Ssartesn di Sas) 
i 


’ Present Orabsent 2: .cussecuseee- gcc octencwereeneypeevee 
Remarks: 


 shes.Qfese 2B MIE. 








Private Spruill’s company was considered a Chowan County unit, and was also known 
as “Albemarle Artillery” and the “Edenton Bell Battery”. Its guns were cast from the 
bells of St. Pauls Episcopal Church, Edenton Methodist Church, and other locally-donated 
bells. Thirty of its men were of Tyrrell, and about thirteen, including Absolom Spruill, 
of Washington County. Nelson McCleese of Tyrrell was its Ist lieutenant. 

It seems a little unfair (and unnecessary) that Absolom went on report as having 
“deserted” just three days before General Joseph E. Johnston surrendered the Army of 
Tennessee. The Army had lay idle for days, while Generals Johnston and Sherman nego- 
tiated the surrender. The war was over, except for the signing. Knowing this, the Southern 
soldiers had begun slipping away--by ones, and twos, and small bands, for the long walk 
home. It was a grim joke that “If Joe don’t surrender soon, he won’t have nobody to 
surrender”. 

Pvt. Absolom Spruill, of Scuppernong, wasn’t being disloyal, he wasn’t hurting the war 
effort, he wasn’t really deserting. Pvt. Spruill was simply headin’ home. 


MML 
EAN 
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SAMUEL NORMAN, PVT. 
CO. H, 17th REGIMENT N.C.T. 


Samuel was son of William and Mary Norman (in 1850) of Tyrrell County, and was 
a farmer before enlisting on April 2, 1862. 

On July 3, 1864 he was severely wounded. The results of the wound led ultimately to 
his discharge. Because his “Certificate of Disability for Retiring Invalid Soldiers” will not 
photocopy well, and has several mistakes, we transcribe “as is”, showing in parenthesis cor- 
rections made from Samuel’s Muster-In roll: 

“Pyt Samuel Norman of Captain Johnson’s Company of the 17th N.C. Regiment, Kirk- 
lands Brigade enrolled or enlisted by Capt McRay (S.B. Johnson) at Washington 
(Hamilton) on the 8th day of October 1861 (April 2, 1862) to serve during the war. He 
was born in Washington (Tyrrell County) in the state of N.C., is 5 feet 7 inches high, 
fair complexion, blue eyes, dark hair, and was by occupation when enlisted a Farmer, and 
having appeared before this board for examination, we hereby certify we have carefully 
examined this man & find him permanently disable for duty in any branch of service 
because of gun shot fracturing Carpal & Metacarpal bones of left hand, recd in line of 
duty 3rd July 1864. We therefore recommend he be retired.” 


Signatures _of three surgeons 
(Unintelligible) 


Hospital Examining Board 
Raleigh N.C. 
Jan 23 1865 


Some will recall from a previous Journal that, at July Term 1867, the Tyrrell County 
Court excused Samuel from “public duty” because of this disability. 

Samuel’s younger brother, Corporal Nehemiah Norman, of the same company, lost 
sight of his left eye by combat wound. 
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Washington County Unionist Samuel Newberry was son of John Newberry, Sr., of 
“Sahara,” Skinnersville District. 
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EBENEZER PETTIGREW (1783-1848) 
AND SOME FRIENDS WHO WOULD KNOW THE WAR 


Mr. Pettigrew was worried, and not without cause. For years he had watched as the 
abolitionists to the North gained political influence that forebode a concerted challenge, 
sooner or late, to the institution of slavery. That challenge Ebenezer considered a cer- 
tainty--not if, but when. 

On January 18, 1839, he wrote to his friend, confidant, and kinsman, Judge John 
Heritage Bryan, his darkest thoughts. Both were Whigs, the party foremost in the advocacy 
of internal improvements. While reiterating his support for improved access from Albe- 
marle Sound to the sea (which would entail the reopening of Roanoke Inlet), he noted 
that in war such access would make the Albemarle much more vulnerable to the 
incursions of the enemy than if her were forced to use the inlet south of Hatteras. Then 
he made his prophesy: “Not twenty five years will have passed away before this happy. 
happy country will be drenched in human blood and the butcheries if possible will be 
more horrible than even Spain at this time”. Almost eerily, in just less than twenty five 
his brilliant youngest son, Johnston, would lie dead of a wound received days after lead- 
ing the Confederate left in the famous “Pettigrew-Pickett” charge at Gettysburg. Within 
that time, too, Ebenezer’s celebrated Tyrrell and Washington plantations would lie desolate. 

Pettigrew would be long dead when hostilities commenced, but many who had admired 
and enjoyed his splended “Bonarve” plantation on Lake Phelps lived to endure the bitter- 
ness of war and defeat. We will now look at two of them. 


EDWARD STANLEY (1810-1872) 


Edward was son of John Stanley, of New Bern, who killed former governor Richard 
Dobbs Speight in a duel in 1802. Fabius, brother to Edward, became an admiral in the 
US Navy. 

Edward admitted to the North Carolina bar in 1833, and set up practice in Washington, 
NC. A Whig, he was elected to Congress in 1837, Ebenezer Pettigrew having refused to 
seek reelection. Pettigrew and Stanley became fast friends, and worked well together for 
the Whig cause. Stanley seems to have delighted in his visits to the older man. 

In 1839, writing from the House of Representatives, He said “I wish I was sitting in 
your porch, looking on the glad waters of Lake Phelps, and listening to the gentle sighing 
of the summer breeze through your sycamores, for a few hours-- how much more delight- 
ful than the yelping of these hounds of party”. In a letter from Washington, NC, three 
years later, he wrote, “Unless I visit the lake Phelps, before I return (to Congress) I shall 
feel as if I had neglected part of my duty, and lost one of the few enjoyments of my 
electioneering. I love to look on its placid waters, and hear the gentle breeze sifting 
through the sycamore trees --to hear the rippling waves as they beat on the shore, and to 
contemplate the difference between the delightful sounds there, and the noisy confusion, 
and wretched discord, of the House of Representatives”. 
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The Whig Party was pretty well defunct in North Carolina in 1852, overwhelmed by 
the bellicose Democrats, and Stanley chose not to stand for reelection. In 1853, He 
moved to California, where he was when the shooting began back home. He was dis- 
tressed by the ugly turn of events, and offered to return as “peace emissary”. Abraham 
Lincoln, urged by unrealistic advisors, appointed him Military Governor of North Carolina. 
Disgusted and appalled by the depredations of US troops and their local henchmen, and 
enraged by the Emancipation Proclamation, Stanley resigned in 1863, and returned to 
California. 

During his “Govenorship”, he didn’t visit the Lake. He wouldn’t have wanted to see it . 


EDMUND RUFFIN (1794-1865) 


Ruffin was a Virginia planter and agricultural reformer. He was a pioneer in soil 
chemistry, and proved the benefit of marl in the revitalization of “worn-out” land. In 1833 
he began publishing in Petersburg THE FARMER’S REGISTER, which became one of 
the most reliable and useful publications of its kind. 

Edmund Ruffin made at least two visits to Lake Phelps as guest of Josiah Collins, 
and studied the adjacent “Bonarva” of Ebenezer Pettigrew. He found the Pettigrew estate 
to be better planned and operated than the Somerset of his host. Ebenezer happened to 
be away during both of the visits, but they seemed to have met, briefly, on one 
occasion. 

So impressed was Ruffin, he implored Pettigrew to write a series of articles for the 
REGISTER, laying out the development of the plantation “from start to finish”. Pettigrew, 
somewhat reluctantly, declined the request. 

Ruffin was a strong supporter of slavery and, as time went on, a firey secessionist, . 
The Corps of Cadets of Virginia Military Institute were among the guard at the hanging 
of John Brown. Ruffin, now in his mid-sixties, procured a cadet uniform and musket, 
and received permission to stand in their ranks. He was at Charleston for the Ft. Sumter 
crisis, and was given the honor of firing the first cannon shot against the fort. 

After the surrender of the Southern armies, Edmund Ruffin could not bear to live under 
Northern domination. Perhaps most persons, today, remember him as portrayed by Stephen 
Vincent Benet in his monumental poem, “John Brown’s Body”, published 1928... 


“Edmund Ruffin, old Secessionist, 

Firer of the first gun that rang against Sumter, 

Walks in his garden now, in the evening-cool, 

With a red, barred flag slung stiffly over one arm 

And a silver-butted pistol in his right hand. 

He had just heard of Lee’s surrender and Richmond’s fall 
And his face is marble over his high black stock. 

For a moment he walks there, smelling the scents of spring, 
A gentleman taking his ease, while the sun sinks down. 
Now it is well-nigh sunken. He smiles with the close, 
Dry smile of age. It is time. He unfolds the flag, 
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Cloaks it around his shoulders with neat, swift hands, 
Cocks the pistol and points it straight at his heart. 
The hammer falls, the dead man slumps to the ground...” 


The poet expends much poetic licence with this blank verse. History tells us that the 
gun was a rifle, that Ruffin had known about the surrender for a couple of months, and 
the dead man sat “straight as a ramrod:. Edmund, Jr. would write to his sons, “The 


Yankees have killed your grandfather”. 
EAN 
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TENTING TONIGHT 


We're tenting tonight on the old camp ground, 
Give us a song to cheer 
Our weary hearts, a song of home, 
And friends we love so dear. 


We've been tenting tonight on the old camp ground, 
Thinking of days gone by, 
Of the loved ones at home that gave us the hand, 
And the tear that said “Good-by!” 
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Newberry, Joseph D., 23 
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Norman, Ist Sgt. Andrew, 16,17, 25 
Norman, Ashbury, 25 

Norman, Capt. Thomas Joshua, 20 
Norman, Corp. Nehemiah, 27 
Norman, Hardy, 9 

Norman, Mary, 27 

Norman, Pvt. Henderson, 25 
Norman, Pvt. Samuel, 27 
Norman, Rachel Norman, 25 
Norman, William, 27 

Norman, Wm. J 








P 

Pettigrew, Ebenezer, 28, 29 
Pettigrew, James Johnston, 18, 19 
Plymouth, 1, 2, 3.6 

Point Lookout, 12, 15 


R 

Ramsey, Jos., 8 

Roanoke Island, 3 
Roanoke River, 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 
Roper, 1 

Ruffin, Edmund, 29 


S 

Sahara Plantation, 20 

Sawyer, John, 9 

Scuppernong River, 12 
Sexton, Wm., 9 

Sherman, General W.T., 21, 26 
Skinnersville District, 16 
Skinnersville, 16 

Smith, James H., 8 

Smith, William, 3 

Snell, Edney, Inside Back Cover 
Somerset Place", 23 

Somerset, 29 

Somey, J. R., 5 

South Norfolk, 11 

Speight, Richard Dobbs, 28 


Spottsvlyania Courthouse, Virginia, 12, 15, 22 


Spruill,Pvt. Absolom W., 26 
Spruill, William A. (Ammon), 8, 9 
Spruill's Bridge, 12 

St. Pauls Episcopal Church, 26 
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Stanley, Edward, 28 

Stanley, Fabius, 28 

Stanley, John, 28 

Stauton, Virginia, 1 

Steever, Charles E., 3 
Stockholm, Ensign Andrew, 2 
Stotesbury, William, 3 
Swain, Abijah, 9 

Swam, Francis H., 3 


T 

Tarkington, Pvt. Henry Zebulon, 15 
Tarkington, Susan, 15 

Thompson, Fannie, 21 

Thompson, William A., 21 


U 
U.S.S. Shamrock, 24 


V 
Virginia Military Institute, 29 


W 

Warley, Commander, 4, 6 
Washington, 2 
Washington, N.C., 11 
Waters, Charles, 8 

Whip party, 29 

White, Benjamin L., 21 
Wilmington, 16 

Wilson, Andrew, 21, 22 
Wood, Chief Engineer, 4 
Woodley, Mariah, 13 
Woodley, Pvt. James J., 13, 14 
Woodley, Pvt. Thomas, 13 
Woodley, Samuel P., 13 
Woodman, John, 3,5 
Wynne, Joseph T., 9 
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